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Inaugural Juneteenth Heritage Bowl honoring James Farmer, Jr.
Austin, Texas.  The Central Texas Juneteenth Committee and the Greater East Austin Youth Association (GEAYA) are hosting their first African-American Heritage Bowl in honor of James Leonard Farmer, Jr who was the fourteen year old college student portrayed in the film The Great Debaters (2007).  On June 6th, Central Texas middle school and high school students will engage in an academic competition at the Carver Museum. Team captains may register their teams comprised of four students until May 30th.

The Juneteenth Committee Chair, TJ Carter collaborated with Dr. Detine Bowers to bring this event to fruition. “The 2009 celebration of community and contributions comes at a time when we all want to feel good about what the future holds.  I can think of nothing better than a combined challenge of excellence and achievement to commemorate an African-American Texan whose greatness surfaced in his teenaged years as is the case of Mr. Farmer for whom academic excellence and civil rights emerged as chief cornerstones of his life,” stated Mrs. Carter.
The Heritage Bowl is the culminating event on a day in which community leaders, officials and other dignitaries will be placing a Marker commissioned by the Texas Historical Society at the childhood home of Mr. Farmer – 1604 New York Avenue, Austin, Texas. “Those of us who have endeavored to document and elevate the visibility of the worthy contributions of this Mr. Farmer are most excited to support the Juneteenth Committee’s quiz bowl,” commented Dr. Bowers.  “Talented youth sharing positive knowledge in a point verses counterpoint framework or otherwise as is the case for the quiz bowl will honor the essence of Mr. Farmer in a manner that would be pleasing to him,” she remarked. 
Dr. Dannellia Gladden-Green, the event champion for the Heritage Bowl, seeks to partner with local television stations and media providers to explore the possibility of leveraging this event as a pilot broadcast for a show in which area school-based teams would engage in an academic tug-of-war on a weekly basis during the fall of this year. Whether the channel to market is public broadcasting or on-demand community TV, she is working with others to develop a conduit for providing such a vehicle for all-American academic athletes to compete off the court and field while flexing their mental muscles developed through classroom enrichment. 
For event sponsorship, team registrations, and volunteer opportunities, please visit www.juneteenthcentraltexas.com or contact Dr. Gladden-Green at drdanni05@austin.rr.com. 
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The Greater East Austin Youth Association (GEAYA) is a 501(c)3 non-profit volunteer organization established in 1975 to provide organized and structured sports activities for the economically challenged youth of East Austin yet has expanded throughout the years to have stronger mentorship and educational components.  In 1996, the City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department designated GEAYA as the official City sponsor of the Annual Juneteenth Celebration. 
The Juneteenth Committee was established by GEAYA and consists of volunteers from Businesses and Nonprofits. As an organization, it is dedicated to the promotion, enhancement and continual growth of the Freedom Day (Juneteenth) Celebration.
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