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2009 Juneteenth Essay Competition - Texas African American History Project

Austin, Texas, February 2, 2009 – The Juneteenth Committee and Greater East Austin Youth Association announce the 2009 Juneteenth Essay Competition, open to elementary, middle and high school students in Central Texas. Students are encouraged to write an essay that reflects the importance of Juneteenth by answering - Juneteenth “Why it is important to Texans.” 

Intended to provide students with an applied academic learning experience and civic engagement, this essay competition will offer an opportunity for students to demonstrate areas of education defined by the Texas Essential Skills and Knowledge – perception, creative expression/performance, historical and cultural heritage, and critical evaluation. The learning elements of the competition are complemented by the benefits of participation.  Participation in the competition invites students to offer personal perspectives, explore Texas history and be a part of a celebration that honors liberty, justice and the pursuit of happiness-unalienable rights that should be afforded every human being.  
Students can download an application from the Central Texas Juneteenth website at www.juneteenthcentraltexas.org.  Entries must include the author's full name, address, and phone numbers. Submissions must be postmarked or delivered no later than April 15, 2009 to be considered. Essay winners will be notified by May 4, 2009.  All entries become the property of the Juneteenth Committee and the Greater East Austin Youth Association.  
Sponsors are needed to support this competition.  In addition to providing an educational experience for Central Texas students, all sponsors will receive benefits according the level of sponsorship. See the 2009 Central Texas Juneteenth Sponsorship Packet for details. If you are interested in sponsoring this event, please visit www.junetenthcentraltexas.com and click on the sponsorship link.  

For additional information, please contact TJ Carter at 512-413-5681 tjocar@junteenthcentraltexas.com 
ABOUT Greater East Austin Youth Association (GEAYA) - GEAYA is a 501(c)3 non-profit, volunteer organization established in 1975 to provide organized and structured sports activities for the economically disadvantaged youth of East Austin. In 1996, the City of Austin Parks and Recreation (PARD) designated GEAYA as the official City sponsor of the Annual Juneteenth Celebration. PARD's effort through GEAYA raises the cultural awareness and embraces the diversity of this historical event for all of Austin.

